SENSE AND SENSITIVITY

Our cities are characterised by organic, haphazard growth, driven by urbanisation. While the general consensus is
that most of our cities lack proper |l|.m:||l!|-' there is another jre rtinent fque stion that needs to be addressed. Are
our cities livbable? Are they sensitive to the needs of the poor, pedestrians, women. children and senior citizens?
HARINI SRIBAM gets some perspres 1ives. ..
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All 15 not lost though. Despite the many
problems that our cities are grappling with,
there is hope. All we have to do, say exports,
Is seek inspiration from cities across the wordd
that have worked relentlessly towards their
problems that our cities are grappling with.
there is hope. ALl we have (o do, say experts,
is seel inspiration from cities across the wordd
that have worked relentlessly towards thelr
metamorphosis, As Sajid Sathak, MD, Inno
Advisory Pvt Lid, points out, "Bangkok was
not very different from Chennal (or any oth
er Indian city) even 30 vears ago. The prob
lems were similar - mosgquitoss, polluted wa
ter bodies, congestion, and so on. But toduy
It's a completely different city Over 100 vears
ago, the Thames river in London was worse
than the Cooum river here. Today, you can
swim in the Thames, even drink water from
it. Similarly, Singapore managed to restory
Its erecks and water bodies too, The key is (o
first understand that it is possible 1o rebulbld
and transform o city. Every world city has
gonde through the process ot some point. For
this to happen. there needs to be a paradigm
shift in the attiiudes of the people, and more
importantly, in the mindsets of politicians
and bureavcrats.”

Inno Group, through (s BYC (Build Your
City) imitintive, has been trying to imvolve cli
lzens by giving them a platform (o volce out
their grievances and offer poss ible solutions
“No matter what we do, only political will and
leadership ean change the scenario,” savs Ra
jamannar Ramaswamy, Group MD. Inno
Group Holdings Lid, “That said, the Second
Master Plan by CMDA (Chennal Metropoli-
tan Development Authority) 1s a step in the
right direction, but it leaves a lot to be desired,
as far as implementation goes.” The city (s
working towards transforming itself through
the Metro Rall network. proposed plans to
clean up rivers, providing parking facilities,
building wide roads with pedestrian walk-
ways, the formation of CUMTA (Chennai Uni
fied Metropolitan Transport Authority). to
name a few

Redevelopment 15 nlso seen as a way of pre
serving a city’s culture while paving the way
for its growth. Rajamannar sayvs, "Redevel-
opmnent ls a possible solution. Tn many cities
in the West, the older towns and clifes have
been redeveloped 1o restore them and these
are promoted as tourist destinations. Antwerp
opment is a possible solution. In many cities
in the West, the alider towns anid cities have
been redeveloped to restore them and these
are promoded as tourist destinations. Antwerp
in Belgium is a classic example. This city has
undergone constant redevelopment amnd is
heritage structures have been restored and
kept intact. Something similar can be done
with the older parts of Chennal, like George
Town, for instance " Sajid also tonches upon
the example of Soho, an clder nelghbourhood
ol New York, which iz now a fashion hub

Ra) Cherubal ndds that sensitivity o pedes
trians is ane of the hallmarks of a well-
planned city. "Pedestrianisation of Time
Square (NY), Nanjing Street (Shanghal), non
chaotic city developmen in successiul cltles
like Hong Kong, Barcelona, Singapore, Parls,
Londan, New York, etc, are examples we can
draw upon. Other instances include the BRTS
(Bus Rapid Transit System) of Bogota,
Ahmedabad, Guanghou and may other Chi-
nese citles, open spaces Hke in New York (Cen-
tral Park), Vienna, Seoul, Singapore.” This
doesn't menn we need to npe these deas, as
they may not exactly work in the Indian con-
text, As Dnirganand says, "Each city s unhgue.
Chennal has its own ethos and histors The
city today has the potential to evolve on s
own, Some of the transport systems of Cu-
ritiba are worth studying though

While we do need Dyovers and skyvscrap-
ers, we also nesd to ensure that the women in
our cities feel safe, senlor citizens, children
and differently-abled get their space, and the
poarer sections of society live with dizniiy
Sensitive planning and inclusive develogmment
can go a long way towards huilding a well
planned clty
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